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of Orange, but the Test Acts remained. It then
became difficult to determine, when a Nonconformist
attended the sacrament, whether his object was to
conform as far as he could or only to qualify himself
for a public office. In 1697 a Presbyterian Lord
Mayor went to St. Paul's in the morning to receive
the communion, and in the afternoon to Pinners' Hall
with the sword of office carried before him. To the
rigid Churchman and the stern Diss'enter of that day,
this was a desecration and a profanation more awful
than the presence of a Unitarian at the Westminster
Communion. The voice loudest in condemnation was
that of Daniel De Foe; but the Lord Mayor was
defended by Yiscoiint Barrington, a leader among
the Presbyterians, and by John Howe, a man whose'
memory is revered by all Nonconformists. Charles
Leslie, on the Church side, took < a short and easy
method' with the occasional conformists, denouncing
their hypocrisy, and stripping the wolves of their
sheep's clothing.* The mad Church Tories, led on by
the fanatic Sacheverell, tried to pass a Bill in Parlia-
ment against occasional conformity, but it was opposed
by the resistless eloquence of Gilbert Burnet. For-
tunately the bishops of that day were wiser than ours,
and the Church of England remained the free and
open Church of the nation.

We do not forget that the present question is not
the occasional conformity of a mere Nonconft
but of a Unitarian. What -that name means
not undertake to say. To define a Unitari^ia |p^I$
be about as difficult as to explain the primal

* See his tract called, ' The Wolf stnpt of
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